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implement experiments
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—Committee for the Prize in Economic Sciences in BAbhii” EDSH‘;Ier /l\</\iChae|
Memory of Alfred Nobel =l utio remer

“for their experimental approach to alleviating global poverty”
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More than just RCTs
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IPA’'s Research for Effective COVID-19 Responses (RECOVR)

Conducting a rapid response survey to answer key policy questions: IPA has
built a rapid response panel survey to directly inform key government partners on the health,
economic, and social ramifications of the pandemic, and is running it in eight countries.

Advising governments on evidence-based approaches: We are collaborating with
dozens of governments and peer organizations to share information, resources, and data to inform
global stakeholders and advocate for more funding to be allocated to economic responses, especially
in the global south.

Curating a global hub that centralizes research and policy lessons: we are
rapidly developing more than 80 new individual evaluations related to the COVID-19 response.
Some build on existing studies, and others are new studies that have been quickly developed to inform
the design of new programs aimed at mitigating the impacts of the crisis on health, livelihoods,
learning, and other outcomes.



RECOVR Survey: Key Takeaways

25% of respondents say they feel someone in their household is at risk of
contracting COVID-19. For those who do not feel at risk, the vast majority (92%)
say that it is because they are following preventative measures

While 65% of respondents report working in February, 41% of households report
working in the past 7 days. Of those still working, 41% earned less and 29%
worked fewer hours in the past week

Almost half of respondents say they have had to deplete their savings to pay for
food, healthcare, or other expenses since February 2020

More than 40% of respondents say they have had to limit portion sizes at meal
times or reduce the number of meals in the past week

Respondents report that 64% of primary and 57% of secondary school children are
spending time on education at home since schools were closed. However, children
spend only an average of 6 hours per week on education.



Ghana RECOVR Survey: Policy and Survey Timeline
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Ghana Survey Information

Dates of survey: May 6 to 26, 2020

Sampling method: Random Digit Dialing of a nationally representative
sample of phone numbers

Sample size: 1,357 respondents out of 10,781 call attempts




Average Respondent Demographics:
RECOVR vs. Ghana Statistical Services’ Living Standards Survey
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25% of respondents say they feel For those who do NOT feel at risk, the
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Respondents report increases in virus-mitigating health behaviors
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90% of respondents
report more frequent
hand-washing since
mid-March

90% of respondents
report wearing a face
mask

53% of respondents
report staying home all
day for 4+ days






While 65% of respondents report working in February, 41%
of households report working in the past 7 days

m Working in February ~ m Notworking in February m Working last week  m Not working last week




21% say their business/place of work is closed. Of those
still working, 41% earned less and 29% worked fewer
hours in the past week

W Business/place of work since closed m Earnings decreased m Fewer hours

W Business/place of work not closed m Earnings did not decrease MIDIE DBTWoTk.Tewen oS







Respondents have experienced sharp, adverse effects
from the economic fallout of COVID-19 restrictions
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Households with school-age children are more likely than those
without children to report being unable to buy the usual
amount of food because household income has dropped
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Almost half of respondents say they have had to deplete
their savings to pay for food, healthcare, or other expenses
since February 2020
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29% of respondents say they would

not be able to find 500 cedis to pay for

an emergency

m Could not come up with 500 cedis
W Could come up with 500 cedis
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Those who would be able to obtain
those funds would receive them
from family or friends (23%) or from
their savings (16%)

Savings Family, relatives, Money from Private lender
or friends working




2.8% of households have received food/cash from the
government in response to COVID-19, while 14% have
received free electricity or water
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60% of respondents say their main concern regarding children
in their household is children falling behind in education

B Children falling behind in education
m Children not being occupied

® | have not been concerned

B Unable to take high-stakes exams
m Children being safe

m Children having enough to eat




Respondents report that However, they report that
approximately of all children children in the household are

are spending time on education at spending an average of only
home since schools were closed.
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32% of households with a child in school have received communication
from their children’s school

Most Kids Learning (Primary)
Most Kids Learning (Secondary)
Contacted by teacher or school

Households report that the main reasons why children are not spending
more time on education include lack of supervision from adults in the
household, lack of support from teachers and schools, and lack of
motivation

WHY NOT MORE?
Lack of supervision from adults in the household
No support from teachers & schools
No motivation
No access to television
Children need to spend their time doing other things
Doing housework
No access to internet
No access learing materials




Almost 60% of respondents report that children are using
their own school books to spend time on education at home.
Educational internet content |IEEEG_—_—S=—
Books in the household
Other educational TV
Ghana learning TV
HH members teaching them

Books provided by school
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Policy Implications

The government made wearing face masks mandatory nationwide as of June 15.
How can we make sure respondents are following preventive measures
correctly? And continue to do so for a longer period of time?

The government has created the Coronavirus Alleviation Programme to provide
support to SMEs impacted by COVID-19. Is the programme adequately
providing support to those who need it most?

Only a small percentage of respondents are taking advantage of government-
provided water and electricity subsidies. How can the government increase
awareness / encourage take-up of these subsidies?

Households with school-aged children are particularly affected by income losses
and reduced food consumption. Is the government considering a food ration
program or reinstating school feeding programs before school starts?

Children are spending only an average of 6 hours per week on education. How can
we ensure students don’t fall behind when school resumes? How can we
ensure students have access to distance learning platforms?
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