
 

  

 

 

  

New Directions in Anti-Poverty Research Conference 

December 5 & 6, 2022, 8:30AM – 5:30PM GMT 

Dargan Theatre at Trinity Business School 

 
Innovations for Poverty Action, the Trinity Impact Evaluation Unit, the Gender Innovation Lab at the World Bank, and 

Concern Worldwide are pleased to invite you to a two-day conference on the latest findings in research on multifaceted 

anti-poverty programs.  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2022 

8:45AM - 10:45AM Panel A: New Directions  

Conference Opening | Michael  Gaffey  (Irish Aid, Director General) 8.45-9.00   

”The Impact of a Graduation Program on Livelihoods in Refugee and Host Communities in 

Uganda.” Presented by Dean Karlan (Northwestern University) 9.00-9.35 

”Graduation Gender Targeting and Transformative Couples Training: Evidence from 

Malawi.” Presented by Michael King (Trinity College Dublin) 9.35-10.10 

 ”Pathways out of Extreme Poverty: Tackling Psychosocial and Capital Constraints with a 

Multi-faceted Social Protection Program in the Sahel.” Presented by Patrick Premand (World 

Bank) 10.10-10.45 

 

10:45AM - 11:15AM Break 

11:15AM - 1:00PM 

 

 

Panel B: Mental Wellbeing 

”Mental Health Therapy as a Core Strategy for Increasing Human Capital: Evidence from 

Ghana.” Presented by Gharad T. Bryan (London School of Economics) 11.15-11.50 
 

”Personal initiative or interpersonal initiative? Psychosocial mechanisms and women’s 

economic inclusion in Niger.” Presented by Thomas Bossuroy (World Bank)  11.50-12.25 

     

”Improving Women’s Mental Health during a Pandemic.” Presented by Michael Vlassopoulos 

(University of Southhampton) 12.25-1.00 

   

 

1:00PM – 2:00PM Lunch Break 

https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/social-protection
https://www.tcd.ie/time/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/africa-gender-innovation-lab
https://www.concern.org.uk/
https://www.irishaid.ie/
http://deankarlan.com/
https://www.tcd.ie/research/profiles/?profile=kingm4
https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/p/patrick-premand
https://www.lse.ac.uk/economics/people/faculty/gharad-bryan
https://www.sites.google.com/site/thomasbossuroy/
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/people/5x5dkr/professor-michael-vlassopoulos


 

  

 

 

  

2:00PM - 3:45PM Panel C: Gender 

”Supporting Women's Livelihoods at Scale: Evidence from a Nationwide Multi-Faceted 

Program.” Presented by Gareth Roberts (University of Witwatersrand) 2.00-2.35 

”Couple’s Training for Gender Empowerment? Using Mixed Methods to Understand 

Graduation’s Impact on Empowerment and Well-Being Outcomes.” Presented by Tara Bedi 

(Trinity College Dublin) 2.35-3.10     

”Multifaceted Programs Targeting Women in Fragile Settings Evidence from the 

Democratic Republic of Congo.” Presented by Manuela Angelucci (University of Austin Texas) 

3.10-3.45 

 

3:45PM – 4:00PM Break 

4:00PM – 5:30PM Round Table: Gender and Economic Inclusion and Innovation 

Presentation: Michael O’Sullivan (Gender Innovation Lab, World Bank) 4.00-4.15 

Discussion with Sumana Hussain (Gates Foundation), Connell Foley (Concern Ireland) and Sabreen 

Alikhan (Women for Women International) 

  

Chair: Stefano Paternostro (World Bank) 

  

Q&A 

   

5:30PM – 6:30PM Break 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

             

 

    
 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/gareth-roberts-24a838111/?originalSubdomain=za
https://www.tcd.ie/time/people/postdocs/tara/
https://liberalarts.utexas.edu/economics/faculty/ma23668
https://blogs.worldbank.org/team/michael-osullivan
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sumana-hussain-7a636aa9/?originalSubdomain=uk
https://resurge2018.com/speaker/connell-foley
https://www.womenforwomen.org/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/team/stefano-paternostro


 

  

 

 

  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2022 

9:00AM – 10.45AM Panel D: Household Risk and Resilience 

Opening | David Regan (Concern Worldwide, CEO)  8.45-9.00 

“Ultra-poor graduation and environmental shocks: Evidence from the 2019 Malawian 

floods.” Presented by Tara Bedi (Trinity College Dublin)  9.00 - 9:35 

   

”Adaptation to Climate Change in Pakistan: Impacts on Disaster Preparedness and 

Resilience.” Presented by Alexandra Avdeenko (World Bank) 9:35-10:10 

  

“Anticipatory cash transfers in climate disaster response.” Presented by Ashley Pople 

(University of Oxford) 10.10 - 10:45 

  

10.45AM - 11.15AM Break 

11:15AM – 12:55PM 

 

 

Panel E: Environmental Outcomes and Anti-Poverty Projects 

”Conditional cash transfers to alleviate poverty also reduced deforestation in Indonesia.” 

Presented by Rhita Simorangkir (The Nature Conservancy) 11.10 - 11.45 

  

“Environmental effects of development programs: Experimental evidence from West 

African dryland forests.” Presented by Simon Heß (University of Vienna) 11.45 - 12.20 

  

“Can Reminders of Rules Induce Compliance? Experimental Evidence from a Common Pool 

Resource Setting.” Presented by Sabrina Eisenbarth (University of Exeter) 12.20 - 12.55 

  

1:00PM – 2:15PM Lunch Break 

 

https://www.concern.net/press-releases/concern-worldwide-appoints-new-ceo
https://www.tcd.ie/time/people/postdocs/tara/
https://sites.google.com/view/alexandraavdeenko/
https://www.ashleypople.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rhita-simorangkir-26b69235/
https://hesss.org/
https://www.sabrinaeisenbarth.com/


 

  

 

 

  

2:15PM - 3:45PM Round Table: Climate 

“Climate Change and Economic Inclusion.” Presented by Colin Andrews (The World Bank) 2.15-

2.30 

“Environment, Gender and Anti-poverty Projects.” Presented by Julia Valliant (The World 

Bank) 2.30-2.45 

Discussion with Colin Andrews (World Bank), Julia Valliant (World Bank), Celeste Brubaker (Village 

Enterprise) and Chris Pain (Concern Worldwide) 

Chair: Sinead Walsh (Department of Foreign Affairs, Ireland) 

Q&A 

3:45PM – 4:00PM Conference Closing | Michael King (Trinity College Dublin) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://live.worldbank.org/experts/colin-andrews
https://rural.indiana.edu/about/faculty-affiliates/valliant-julia.html
https://live.worldbank.org/experts/colin-andrews
https://rural.indiana.edu/about/faculty-affiliates/valliant-julia.html
https://villageenterprise.org/about-us/team/celeste-brubaker/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-pain-7490751b/?originalSubdomain=ie
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sinead-walsh-1901415/?originalSubdomain=ie
https://www.tcd.ie/research/profiles/?profile=kingm4


 

  

 

 

  

Participants 

(in order of appearance) 

Michael King (Trinity College Dublin) 

Michael Gaffey (Irish Aid) 

Dean Karlan (Northwestern University) 

Patrick Premand (World Bank) 

Gharad T. Bryan (London School of Economics) 

Thomas Bossuroy (World Bank) 

Michael Vlassopoulos (University of Southhampton) 

Gareth Roberts (University of Witwatersrand) 

Tara Bedi (Trinity College Dublin) 

Manuela Angelucci (University of Austin Texas) 

Michael O’Sullivan (Gender Innovation Lab, World Bank) 

Sumana Hussain (Gates Foundation) 

Connell Foley (Concern Worldwide) 

Sabreen Alikhan (Women for Women International) 

Stefano Paternostro (World Bank) 

David Regan (Concern Worldwide) 

Alexandra Avdeenko (World Bank) 

Ashley Pople (University of Oxford) 

Rhita Simorangkir (The Nature Conservancy) 

Simon Hess (University of Vienna) 

Sabrina Eisenbarth (University of Exeter) 

Colin Andrews (World Bank) 

Julia Valliant (World Bank) 

Celeste Brubaker (Village Enterprise) 

Chris Pain (Concern Worldwide) 

Sinead Walsh (Department of Foreign Affairs, Ireland) 

  

    


