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To discover and prom
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solutions to global poverty problem
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O
ver 450 Studies in 51 C

ountries 

A
cross Sectors: H

ealth, Education, A
griculture, 

Finance, G
overnance, Social Protection 



•“D
evelopm

ent program
s rely on people to 

behave and choose in certain w
ays” 

•“M
any interventions stum

ble because people do 
not behave the w

ay w
e expect” 

•“B
ehavioral econom

ics helps us understand 
w

hy people behave and choose as they do” 
•This…

 “ leads to better diagnosis, w
hich in turn 

leads to better-designed solutions. 
 (Behavioral D

esign: A N
ew

 Approach to D
evelopm

ent Policy - 
D

atta and M
ullainathan, 2012) 

B
ehavioral Econom
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Fertilizers Take U
p in K

enya: Tim
ing M

atters 

“O
ur intentions do not alw

ays translate into action”  
 

D
uflo, E

sther, M
ichael K

rem
er, and Jonathan R

obinson 2011. “N
udging Farm

ers to U
se Fertilizer.” 



R
andom

ized Evaluation 
Source: U

K Cabinet O
ffice 



Testing M
ultiple Interventions 

D
uflo, E

sther, M
ichael K
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er, and Jonathan R

obinson. 2011. “N
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Vouchers for Fertilizer R
eplication and Practice 

B
urkina Faso and M

ali 



Soft C
om

m
itm

ents: Labelled A
ccounts 

K
arlan, K

utsoati, M
cC

onnell, M
cM

illan, U
dry 2011 – P

relim
inary R

esults. 
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Text R
em

inders 

U
ganda R

em
inders to P

ay: C
adena and S

choar 2011. 
P

hilippines R
em

inders to P
ay: K

arlan, M
orten, Zinm

an 2012. 
G

hana R
em

inders for Treatm
ent: Fink, Lanthorn, R

aifm
an, R

okicki 2014.  



Physical R
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inders 

A
huja, K

rem
er, Zw

ane 2010. 
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W
hat Incentives?  

A
shraf, B

andiera, Jack 2014. 



R
ecruiting and M

otivating C
om

m
unity 

H
ealth W

orkers in Zam
bia 

A
shraf, B

andiera, Lee 2014. 



•B
ehavioral insights help understand people’s 

behavior 
•This can lead to innovate and cost-effective 

solutions to poverty problem
s 

•These insights can be integrated into the 
design of program

s and policies 
•R

igorously testing the im
pact of these ideas 

and their applications is im
portant!  

K
ey Takeaw

ays 


