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A letter from Executive Director, Annie Duflo 
In 2023, we advanced our Strategic Ambition and accelerated our efforts to progress 
evidence into impact. Leveraging our 20 years of experience, we published “Best Bets: 
Emerging Opportunities for Impact at Scale.” “Best Bets” are a set of interventions that 
hold great potential to solve key challenges, but require more evidence and/or partnerships 
to work at a large scale. To compile the bets, IPA’s sectoral experts and academic partners 
reviewed hundreds of studies and identified what we believe to be the most promising 
emerging innovations with the greatest potential to scale, taking into account factors such as 
the strength of the evidence, impact, cost, and other scalability considerations. 

This report reflects years of work and partnerships by hundreds of researchers, partners, 
and staff, to whom I am so grateful. But this is not an end: we are working and will continue 
to work with our partners to support the scale-up of these Best Bets while conducting the 
required additional studies, and to identify the next Best Bets through new research and 
deep engagement with practitioners and policymakers. In 2023, we produced rigorous 
evidence in under-researched areas such as human trafficking and intimate partner 
violence, expanded our policy work to new geographies, made progress in diversifying our 
researcher network, and accelerated the application of evidence into real-world impact.

We launched the Displaced Livelihoods Initiative (DLI), in partnership with J-PAL, to 
support cutting-edge research and policy work to discover and advance solutions to 
help the over 100 million displaced people worldwide rebuild their lives and livelihoods 
after being forced to flee their homes. DLI is the world’s first research fund dedicated 
to generating rigorous evidence to inform policies and programs that foster sustainable 
livelihoods for both displaced and host communities.

We launched a socioeconomic survey in the Philippines that will follow families for 20 
years. The Philippines Socioeconomic Panel Survey (PSPS) will provide insights into the 
circumstances and choices related to livelihoods, education, migration, health, and other 
domains. The data will be used for a range of studies and will help government actors and 
practitioners make evidence-informed decisions for years, if not decades, to come.

We released results from the first year of IPA’s research on the high and often hidden costs 
of mobile money—an increasingly ubiquitous payment method in low-and middle-income 
countries (LMICs). IPA’s Transaction Cost Index is comparing prices across 16 countries in 
Africa, Latin America, and Asia, supplemented by fieldwork that explores hidden costs in 
Bangladesh, Tanzania, and Uganda. 

We are strengthening national ecosystems for sustainable evidence use and partnering 
with LMIC researchers, facilitating collaborations, and removing barriers to accessing 
research grants. In 2023, we established six new formal partnerships with universities 
and research institutions, provided training and dissemination support, and won 11 new 
proposals led by researchers from LMICs.

A Rohingya refugee entrepreneur runs her chilli paste 
business from her home in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
© 2017 Krisha Vishinpir / Shutterstock.com

https://poverty-action.org/best-bets
https://poverty-action.org/best-bets
https://poverty-action.org/displaced-livelihoods-initiative
https://poverty-action.org/philippines-socioeconomic-panel-survey
https://poverty-action.org/blog/uncovering-true-costs-mobile-money-services
https://poverty-action.org/transaction-cost-index
https://poverty-action.org/researcher-diversification-strategy-advisory-board
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1 As recorded on 3ie’s Development Evidence Portal, a repository of rigorous evidence about what works in 
international development.

Accelerating the translation of evidence into impact

In 2023, we continued to accelerate the translation of evidence into real impact that improves 
lives. Despite the tremendous growth of global evidence in international development—now 
over 12,000 impact evaluations globally1—and IPA’s substantial role in this growth, we are just 
beginning to realize its full potential. To make a significant, lasting improvement in the lives of 
people living in poverty, we need to expand our scope and focus on using evidence. Last year, 
we pursued this goal through various initiatives, including:

In 2023, several Best Bets interventions were replicated or scaled. For example, following 
the impressive 10-year follow-up results showing that a cognitive behavioral therapy 
program paired with a cash transfer showed results in reducing criminality and other 
destructive behaviors, the program is in the process of being scaled up in Liberia. 
Additionally, IPA is working with officials in Sierra Leone to scale another Best Bet 
nationally, using colored bracelets as a social signal to increase parents’ awareness and 
actions regarding children’s vaccination status.

IPA also increased sharing evidence strategically (at the country and global level). By 
strategically, we mean to the right people at the right time, for which we leverage our long-
term relationships with decision-makers in the countries where we have a presence. Our 
High Impact Policy Opportunity Framework helps us focus our efforts and resources 
and in 2023, we identified and advanced several of those. For example, in Kenya, we 
worked to influence the design of the National Teacher Professional Development policy 
using existing evidence. 

We continued to expand our Embedded Evidence Labs program, which helps 
government partners integrate data and evidence for policy impact. We now support 
24 labs across 16 countries, with Lab teams embedded within government agencies to 
address specific challenges. For example, in Rwanda, a lab embedded within the Ministry 
of Education is supporting the scale-up of performance-based teacher contracts. The 
program was rigorously evaluated, together with researchers from Georgetown University 
and IPA, and found to improve teacher performance and student learning. Based on the 
results, the Ministry requested that the Lab scale up the program while testing variations 
and developing systems and capabilities for high-quality implementation.

In the coming years, we will continue to advance the use of evidence to improve the lives 
of the nearly 700 million people living in extreme poverty worldwide. What positions us 
for this future? It’s our committed and diverse staff of over 500 globally, our network of 
hundreds of researchers from the world’s leading universities, our long-term presence in 20 
countries, our technical expertise in conducting high-quality research, our unique pipeline 
of evidence-to-policy services—and of course, our loyal donors and supporters.

Thank you for being part of this journey and for sharing IPA’s vision of a world with more 
evidence and less poverty.

With warm regards,

 
Annie Duflo, Executive Director

https://developmentevidence.3ieimpact.org/
https://poverty-action.org/long-term-impact-cognitive-behavioral-therapy-and-cash-transfers-high-risk-young-men-liberia
https://poverty-action.org/color-coded-bracelets-using-signaling-incentives-improve-childhood-immunization-sierra-leone
https://poverty-action.org/embedded-evidence-labs
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We discover and advance what works to improve the lives of people living 
in poverty. Through rigorous research, policy partnerships, and advisory 
services, we equip social sector leaders with the data and evidence they 
need to make informed decisions and achieve lasting impact.

Our main areas of work are:

Our Work

Rigorous Evaluation & Policy Work
With established offices in 20 countries across Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America, we have a wide global reach. Our field and research staff are 
global experts in implementing rigorous evaluations, with more than 1,000 
ongoing or completed evaluations in 60+ countries to date. Our policy staff 
in each country office work with government partners and organizations to 
ensure research is pertinent to key policy questions and ultimately used to 
inform policies and programs.

Sector Expertise
One of our core capacities is our ability to share insights on what works 
and to help fill evidence gaps. Our sector experts hold specialized 
knowledge in a range of fields including Consumer Protection, Education, 
Entrepreneurship & Private Sector Development, Financial Inclusion, 
Human Trafficking, Intimate Partner Violence, Peace & Recovery, and 
Social Protection. In addition to spurring investment in new research to fill 
important and policy-relevant gaps, they disseminate research findings to 
decision-makers, oversee competitive research funds, and much more.

Right-Fit Evidence Unit
Our Right-Fit Evidence (RFE) Unit seeks to build learning organizations that 
can better serve communities across the globe. RFE advises and empowers 
funders, NGOs, social businesses, and governments to improve their 
programs and demonstrate their impact through better generation and use 
of data and evidence, with particular attention to Monitoring, Evaluation, 
and Learning (MEL) systems.

Embedded Evidence Labs
Policymakers face a range of challenges in using evidence, including a lack 
of relevant, contextualized evidence, inadequate data and analysis systems, 
and unreached potential to develop, adapt, and improve programs based 
on evidence. Our Embedded Evidence Labs program addresses these 
challenges by supporting government partners to institutionalize the use of 
data and evidence in their policy cycle. What started with one education 
lab in Peru has grown quickly to 24 labs across 16 countries and 8 sectors. 
These Lab teams work within government agencies, primarily ministries, to 
address context-specific challenges.
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A Year in

Numbers

WEST AFRICA
Burkina Faso
Côte d’Ivoire
Ghana
Liberia
Mali
Nigeria
Sierra Leone

ASIA
Myanmar*
Philippines

EAST AFRICA
Kenya
Malawi
Rwanda
Tanzania
Uganda
Zambia

LATIN AMERICA 
& THE CARIBBEAN
Colombia
Dominican Republic
Mexico
Paraguay
Peru

Country 
Offices

All-time
Partners

20

1,000+

evaluations to date in 

Countries

1,000+
60+

550+
Researchers in 
our network

* Our Myanmar office will be closed by September 30, 2024.
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Evidence
Creating Stronger

An infant wears a colored bracelet to indicate how far 
along they are in their immunization schedule, as part of 
the IPA evaluation described above. © 2017 Anne Karing

For over 20 years, along with other players in our evidence-to-impact ecosystem, we have 
created evidence to improve the lives of people living in poverty worldwide. Our evidence 
has grown tremendously, with more than 1,000 evaluations, either completed or underway, 
as of the end of 2023.

Evidence of the effectiveness of various poverty alleviation approaches is also being 
translated into large-scale programs and policies. One notable example is a randomized 
evaluation conducted by IPA and researchers Christopher Blattman, Julian Jamison, 
Margaret Sheridan, and Sebastian Chaskel in Monrovia, Liberia, which found that cognitive 
behavioral therapy paired with cash transfers was cost-effective in reducing criminal, 
violent, and other antisocial behaviors even ten years after the intervention. Results from 
this study have influenced policy conversations and inspired the design of programs and 
research of CBT-based programs in other contexts.

In another example, we are currently working with the Sierra Leone Ministry of Health to 
expand an immunization demand program across the country. IPA and researcher Anne 
Karing conducted a trial in Sierra Leone that found that a colored bracelet worn by a 
child—signaling how far along the child is in completing their immunization schedule—
increased timely and complete vaccination by 13.3 percentage points at a cost of less than 
US$1 per child. We are currently evaluating the value of additional bracelets to signal the 
initiation of the new malaria vaccine series and completion of the full routine immunization 
schedule and testing cell phone reminders to encourage vaccinations.

https://poverty-action.org/publication/cognitive-behavioral-therapy-cost-effective-tool-sustained-violence-reduction
https://poverty-action.org/publication/cognitive-behavioral-therapy-cost-effective-tool-sustained-violence-reduction
https://poverty-action.org/social-signaling-and-childhood-immunization-field-experiment-sierra-leone
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Our focus is on producing rigorous evidence, connecting the translation of existing 
evidence and decision-making, strengthening local ecosystems for sustainable evidence 
use, and leveraging technology for increased impact, which will allow us to generate more 
and better information to shape policies for maximum benefit.

Spotlight: The Philippines Socioeconomic 
Panel Survey

A major constraint in the understanding of 
development is the absence of long-term, high-
quality data. Most data collection efforts are carried 
out at a single point in time and focus on only a few 
variables of interest, relevant to a particular policy 
question or impact evaluation. Panel studies can 
offer rich, comparable data by regularly tracking 
individuals over an extensive period of time.

IPA Philippines and the Global Poverty Research 
Lab (GPRL) at Northwestern University have 
partnered with the Philippines Institute for 
Development Studies (PIDS) and the University 
of the Philippines School of Economics (UPSE) to 
launch the Philippines Socioeconomic Panel 
Survey (PSPS), tracking over 13,500 rural households 
across the region of Western Visayas. The 20-
year survey will cover demographic information, 
economic indicators, and key priority sectors in the 
Philippines, such as education, livelihoods, health, 
and migration. This data will serve as a baseline, 
midline, and endline for different studies, enabling 
rigorous evaluations that measure the impact of 
programs and policies before they are scaled up 
nationwide. The first wave of data collection started 
in November 2023, with subsequent waves collected 
every four years until 2043.

Enumerators with IPA Philippines 
travel along a road to reach survey 
respondents as part of the Philippines 
Socioeconomic Panel Survey (PSPS). © 
2024 First Light Studios & IPA Philippines

https://poverty-action.org/philippines-socioeconomic-panel-survey
https://poverty-action.org/philippines-socioeconomic-panel-survey
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The number of evidence-based programs operating at scale is still relatively small—
but there is a way to change that. Many innovations are supported by evidence but some 
key questions remain, such as, does the approach work with a different population? How 
can we reduce the cost? Can this solution work when implemented by a government at 
scale? What changes need to be made? More partnerships and investment are needed in 
promising innovations to answer such questions and move innovations along the path to 
scale. Equipped with over 1,000 evaluations in our portfolio, IPA is uniquely positioned to 
identify investments with potential for transformative impact.

Last year, we launched the Best Bets initiative, releasing a report that highlighted 14 
innovations that comprise our “best bets” for the next generation of scaled-up evidence-
based programs. By sharing the evidence and outlining the next steps for these Best 
Bets, IPA is working to expand the number of evidence-based programs that can 
generate real-world impact at scale.

Strategically
Sharing Evidence

What People Are 
Saying about Best Bets

“This is a great initiative 
for the field.”

– Jeremy Weinstein, Professor of Public 
Policy and Dean of Faculty, Harvard 
Kennedy School

“An excellent framework for 
identifying promising new 
innovations on the path to scale.” 

– Kate Sturla, Senior Research Manager, 
What Works Hub for Global Education

A mother holds her young child in rural Peru. 
© 2016 Ruslana Lurchenko / Shutterstock.com
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Spotlight: Emerging Innovation

Preventing Stunting with Small-Quantity Lipid-Based Nutrient Supplements

Nearly 150 million children were malnourished in 2022, falling below the height threshold 
for their age. Small-quantity lipid-based nutrient supplements, or SQ-LNS, are nutrient-
dense products for infants and toddlers that provide energy, protein, essential fatty 
acids, and a wide range of micronutrients. This impactful treatment is proven to improve 
growth and development outcomes, reduce malnutrition, and increase child survival.

What’s needed next? 
Further evaluation is needed to improve the delivery of these programs in the diverse 
settings where families in poverty live.

A child eats a product from the Enov® range in 
Burkina Faso, as part of the SQ-LNS intervention 
featured in IPA’s Best Bets Report. © 2024 Nutriset
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IPA is committed to supporting decision-makers to use evidence. We are engaging funders 
and partners to scale evidence-based innovations and forming coalitions with stakeholders 
committed to successful program implementation. For example, IPA is providing technical 
support to the Ghanaian government in scaling up a pedagogical approach known as 
differentiated learning to over 10,000 schools and 1.8 million children. The approach, which 
involves teaching students at their level of knowledge, not their grade level, was inspired 
by the positive impacts of Pratham’s Teaching at the Right Level. To improve learning in 
Ghanaian schools, the approach was developed and evaluated by a coalition of partners 
led by the government of Ghana over a 10-year period. 

To increase the sustainability and longevity of the program, we further evaluated cost-
effective ways to provide refresher training for teachers, comparing digital and in-person 
methods, to enhance quality implementation of the program. We are also integrating 
differentiated learning indicators into the government’s monitoring, evaluation and 
learning (MEL) systems, including developing monitoring forms to track progress and 
inform improvements. IPA is mentoring the Ghana Education Service (GES) staff on how to 
conduct training evaluations, data collection, and MEL to ensure they can continue these 
activities independently.

Evidence 
Equipping Decision-Makers to Use

A teacher implements differentiated learning in a Ghanaian 
school. Ghana was the first country to implement a targeted 
instruction approach through a government system without 
external implementation support. © 2019 IPA Ghana
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Spotlight: Supporting Teacher Achievement in 
Rwandan Schools (STARS)

Maintaining a skilled and motivated teacher 
workforce is a struggle for many governments 
around the world. IPA—together with researchers 
Andrew Zeitlin, Clare Leaver, Owen Ozier, Pieter 
Serneels, and the Georgetown University Initiative 
on Innovation, Development and Evaluation 
(gui2de)—supported research to measure the 
impact of a pay-for-performance (P4P) contract for 
teachers focused on teacher attendance, student 
learning, and other outcomes. The study found 
that students performed significantly better under 
teachers with P4P contracts, mainly due to teachers’ 
increased presence and more effective classroom 
practices. Prompted by these encouraging findings, 
the Rwandan Ministry of Education Embedded 
Evidence Lab, IPA, the study’s researchers, and gui2de 
are helping to scale the model under the National 
Strategy for Accelerated Foundational Learning. 

Students completed assigned work in a classroom 
in Rwanda, as part of an IPA evaluation of the STARS 
program described above. © 2023 Leodomir Mfura

https://gui2de.georgetown.edu/
https://gui2de.georgetown.edu/
https://gui2de.georgetown.edu/
https://poverty-action.org/study/pay-performance-model-teachers-effective-improving-educational-outcomes-evidence-rwanda
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Funders
2023 Supporters

A classroom in Rwanda photographed during 
the STARS project. © 2023 Leodomir Mfura

The foundations, governments, corporations, multilateral organizations, and NGOs 
supporting IPA’s research and programs

Acceso
ActionAid Myanmar
African Management Institute
Agriculture and Climate Risk Enterprise 

Ltd.
AidData at William & Mary
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
Ambitious Impact (previously known as 

Charity Entrepreneurship)
Argidius Foundation
AVSI Foundation
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Birkbeck, University of London
BRAC Institute of Governance and 

Development, BRAC University
BRAC USA
British Council
Brown University
Center for Global Development
Centre for Economic Policy Research 

(CEPR)
Chemonics International
Children’s Investment Fund Foundation 

(CIFF)
Christian Aid
Compassion International
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
CRI Foundation
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
Douglas B. Marshall, Jr. Family Foundation
Duke University
EAFIT
Education Development Trust
EHA Clinics Limited
Enveritas
Fund for Innovation in Development (FID)
GDI Solutions

Global Community Engagement & 
Resilience Fund

Global TIES for Children, New York 
University

Good Business Ltd
Harvard University
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
IKEA Foundation
Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA)
Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de 

México (ITAM)
International Development Research 

Centre (IDRC)
International Food Policy Research 

Institute (IFPRI)
International Initiative for Impact 

Evaluation (3ie)
International Rescue Committee (IRC)
Jacaranda Health
Jacobs Foundation
Japan International Cooperation Agency 

(JICA)
KDI School of Public Policy and 

Management
KfW German Development Bank
King’s College London
Landesa
LEGO Foundation
Living Goods
London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT)
Mercury Project, Social Science Research 

Council
Mercy Corps Ventures
Network for Empowerment & Progressive 

Initiatives - NEPI Inc.
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Funders
2023 Supporters

A classroom in Rwanda photographed during 
the STARS project. © 2023 Leodomir Mfura

NORC at the University of Chicago
Northwestern University
Nutrition International
Open Philanthropy
Open Society Foundations
Opportunity International (OI)
Opportunity International Australia
Plan International Denmark 
Population Services International
Porticus
SAS-P Philanthropy
Save the Children US
School of Social Work at Rutgers, The 

State University of New Jersey
Sightsavers
Spark Microgrants
Stichting Impact-Linked Finance Fund
SUMMA
Sweden International Development 

Cooperation Agency (SIDA)
TANGO International
Templeton World Charity Foundation, 

Inc.
The Agency Fund
The Echidna Giving Fund
The ELMA Philanthropies
The George Washington University (GW)
The Mediae Company
The Old Dart Foundation
The University of Chicago
ThinkMD
Three Graces Foundation
Trinity College Dublin
Trustees of Boston College
UBS Optimus Foundation
United Nations Capital Development 

Fund (UNCDF)
United Nations Development Program 

(UNDP)
United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR)

United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID)

United States Department of Labor
United States Department of State
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Los Angeles 

(UCLA) Jonsson Comprehensive 
Cancer Center

University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of California, Santa Cruz
University of Cape Town
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania
University of Southern California
University of Vermont
University of Zurich
Vanderbilt University
VelezReyes+
Viamo
Wellspring Philanthropic Fund
William & Mary
World Bank
World Vision
Yale University
Zambian Financial Sector Deepening 

Limited (FSD Zambia)
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Donors
2023 Supporters

A classroom in Rwanda photographed during 
the STARS project. © 2023 Leodomir Mfura

The individuals, family foundations, and corporations significantly supporting IPA’s 
overall mission.

**A special thank you to our supporters who have been with IPA for over 10 years.

Wendy Abt
Kristin Ace & Jeff Braemer**
John Anderson
Anonymous (55)
Ben Appen & Leslie Chang**
Joe & Jenny Arcidicono**
Morgan & Sam Asher
Benjamin & Claire Barshied
Zafer Barutcuoglu & Grace Lin**
Bates White, LLC.
Michal Bauer, PhD
Trey Beck & Laura Naylor**
John Benninghoff**
Elspeth Best
Ben & Jocelyn Blumenrose**
Joy Bonaguro & Justin Elstrott**
The Bremer Family Charitable Fund
Bright Funds Foundation
David Brody & Erin Dumbacher
Emily Brown**
Ruth Buczynski, PhD
Sharon & Jim Butler
Roberta Carlisle
Charityvest, Inc. DAF
Christina Chun & Timothy Byun
Cigna
Christopher & Ellen Clapp
Allan & Joyce Cohen**
Daniel & Katherine Culley**
Kelli Cullinane
CW Global Partners
The Dancing Tides Foundation
A.C. DeChant
Vincent & Elisa de Martel**
Sarah & Guillaume de Tournemire
Brian Dietel**

Michele Dufalla**
Annie Duflo & Sree Kant
Fidelity Charitable
Jeff Finkelman
First Dollar Foundation
Ross Garon & Anna Suh**
Genentech
Ghemawat Charitable Fund
Matt Glickman & Susie Hwang
Google
Gratitude Suisse Sàrl 

Takayuki Shigematsu
Heather & Benjamin Grizzle
James M. & Jennifer L. Hall
The Hallett Family Charitable Fund**
Christopher & Olga Hartwell
Gregory Hather**
Laura Hattendorf & Andrew Kau
Lee & Angie Henderson
Herbert O. Wolfe Foundation
Marie and Alex Hetherington Family Fund
Patrick & Margaret Holland**
Marguerite Hoyler & David Rademeyer**
James Hudspeth**
Kaplan-Lipson Family Fund**
Vicente Iglesias Charitable Fund
Page Imperial
Dean & Cindy Karlan**
Jessica Kiessel & Niall Keleher
Jeremy Kline
Julio & Clarice Kogut**
Laidir Foundation
Legacy Venture
David & Jan LeRoux**
Nancy Levenson & Suzy Fuquea**
Liberty Mutual
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Donors
2023 Supporters

A classroom in Rwanda photographed during 
the STARS project. © 2023 Leodomir Mfura

The Life You Can Save
LinkedIn
Timothy Linscott
Andrew Lipsky
Alan & Annamarie Louie**
Robert A. Lowe & Michelle Berlin-Lowe**
Microsoft
Rachel Morton
Jeremy Nathan
National Philanthropic Trust
Daniel & Marie-Jo Newlon**
The O’Brien Family
The Omidyar Group
Cynthia Parshall
PayPal Giving Fund
Jackie & Chance Petersen
Thomas Petersen
Natalia Petrie
The Philipsborn-Ray Fund**
Philotimo Foundation
Kate Powell
Daniel Preysman & Jessie 

Gerson-Nieder**
Peter Rigano
Ferrill & Belinda Roll**
Colin Rust & Jeannie Tseng**
Lisa & Steve Sawin**
Joel Schmidt**
Schwab Charitable 
MacKenzie Scott
Beth & Russell Siegelman**
Karen A. Simpson
Mason Smith**
Social Good Fund
Joseph Stabile
Cheryl Lee Sullivan & Brian H. Ross
Sumner Family Foundation
James Tarabori
James W. Tomb Jr. Charitable Fund
Julie & John Trone
The Lalazarian Truman Family 

Philanthropic Fund
Eric Joseph Uhrhane**
Vanguard Charitable
Alexander Wang & Edith Cohen
Harriet & Nathan Wasserstrum
Jed Weissberg & Shelley Roth**
David Wells & Sonya Moore-Wells
Peter Wiley
WinterHamlin Giving Fund
Joel B. Wittenberg & Mary Ann Ek
The Zaitlin-Nienberg Family**
The Zephyr Fund
Janet Zhou
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Report
2023 Financial

REVENUE EXPENSES

TOTAL: $53.2M TOTAL: $54.4M

Contributions 
$6.7m (12.8%)

Program 
Services 
$41.9m (77.1%)

Grants & Contracts
$44.7m (83.9%)

Fundraising
$0.7m (1.3%)

Other Income
$1.8m (3.3%)

Management & 
General
$11.8m (21.6%)

Net Assets
End of 2022: $11.86m 
End of 2023: $10.26m 
Change in Net Assets: -$1.6m

IPA’s 2023 fiscal year covered January 1 to December 
31, 2023. Percentages are calculated using exact 
amounts rather than rounded amounts. See our full, 
audited financials at: poverty-action.org/financials

IPA is a trusted, high impact nonprofit 
committed to transparency. We 
are verified by the following 
organizations so you can give with 
confidence. IPA is also one of The Life 
You Can Save’s top recommended 
charities for effective giving.

* IPA moved from a three-star rating in 2023 to a four-star rating with Charity Navigator in 2024.

https://poverty-action.org/financials
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Leadership
Our

As of September 2024. Visit poverty-action.org/about/people for an up-to-date list.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Benjamin S. Appen, CFA
Founding Partner, Co-Chair of Investment 
Committee, and CEO, Magnitude Capital 

Trey Beck
Public Policy Analyst

Vineet Bewtra
Senior Advisor, Global Innovation Fund

Annie Duflo
Executive Director, IPA and Ex Officio 
Member, Board of Directors

Heather W. Grizzle
Founding Partner, Causeway Strategies

Laura Hattendorf
Senior Advisor, Mulago Foundation

Jane Kabubo-Mariara
Executive Director, Partnership for 
Economic Policy (PEP)

Cina Lawson
Minister of Digital Economy & 
Transformation, Togo

Karen Levy
Co-Founder, Fit for Purpose

Jyotsna Puri
Associate Vice-President - Strategy and 
Knowledge Department (SKD), IFAD

 Russell Siegelman
Lecturer, Stanford Graduate School 
of Business; Chairman, IPA Board 
of Directors

Colin Teichholtz
Independent Investor

Kentaro Toyama
W.K. Kellogg Professor of Community 
Information, University of Michigan 
School of Information

David Wells
High Growth Tech Company Board 
Member & Advisor

Agnieszka Zieminska Yank
Chief Talent Officer, APCO

Janet Zhou
Director, Strategy, Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation

ADVISOR TO THE BOARD

Mushfiq Mobarak
Professor of Management and 
Economics, Yale University
Jerome Kasoff ’54 Professor of 
FOUNDER AND FORMER PRESIDENT 
AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Dean Karlan
Professor of Economics and Finance 
at Northwestern University’s Kellogg 
School of Management; Co-Director 
of the Global Poverty Research Lab; 
Chief Economist, USAID

https://poverty-action.org/about/people 
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SENIOR MANAGEMENT

Annie Duflo
Executive Director

Claudia Casarotto
Chief Global Programs Officer

Stacey Daves-Ohlin
General Counsel and Secretary, 
IPA Board of Directors

Sarah de Tournemire
Chief Partnerships and 
Philanthropy Officer

Eric Fullilove
Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer, 
IPA Board of Directors

Steven Glazerman
Chief Research & Methodology Officer

Renan Lizano
Chief People Officer

Loïc Watine
Chief Research & Policy Officer

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP

Emmanuel Bakirdjian 
Regional Director, East Africa & Asia

Emeka Eluemunor
Regional Director, West Africa

Zachary Isdahl
Deputy Regional Director, East 
Africa & Asia

Allison Stone
Regional Director, Latin America 
& the Caribbean

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

Jeniffer (J) Amanda
Associate Director, Talent Acquisition

Ishmail Azindoo Baako
Associate Director, Global Research 
& Data Support

Thomas Chupein
Senior Director, Right-Fit Evidence

Florence Dzame
Associate Director, Global 
Communications

Juan Hernandez-Agramonte
Senior Director, Embedded Labs

Andreas Holzinger
Global Programs Integration 
& Development Director

Victoria Kiasyo Isika
Associate Director, Policy & Gender

Niall Keleher
Senior Director of Global Research 
and Data Science

Mary Kohlmann
Associate Director, Learning 
& Development

Yvette Kroeze
Director, Employee Relations 
& Accountability

Hamid Mjidila
Associate Director, Grants 
Finance Management

Faran Nadir
Senior Director, Finance

Leadership
Our
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Ernest Ostro
Senior Director, Technology

Bethany Park
Senior Director, Policy

Doug Parkerson
Senior Research Scientist 

Karla Petersen O’Farrill
Director, Scaling

Pace Phillips
Senior Director, Business & Program 
Development

Patricia Riello
Director, Total Rewards

Lucy Rimmington
Director, Right-Fit Evidence

Santiago Sanchez Guiu
Director, Global Operations & Systems

Chrissy Schwen
Associate Director, 
Philanthropic Partnerships

Katrina Sill
Associate Director, Right-Fit Evidence

Peter Srouji
Director, Business Development

Rachel Steinacher
Director, Business Development

Hamady Tall
Senior Director, Grants & Contracts

Ben Tan
Director, Right-Fit Evidence

Jessica Tollette
Director, Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion (DEI) & Employee Experience

Shana Warren
Associate Director, Path-to-Scale 
Research and Research Scientist 

Heidi Wilde
Director, Grants Finance

SECTOR LEADERSHIP

Nathanael Goldberg
Senior Director, Sector Programs

Jeni Sorensen
Deputy Director, Sector Programs 
and Director, Human Trafficking 
Research Initiative

Paul Adams
Director, Consumer Protection 
Research Initiative and Director, 
Financial Inclusion Program

Elliott Collins
Director of Poverty Measurement 
and Research Economist

Afke Jager
Program Lead, Strategic Impact 
Evaluation and Learning (SIEL)

Sarah Kabay
Director, Education Program

Julie Kedroske
Director, Social Protection Program

Nessa Kenny
Associate Director, Peace 
& Recovery Program

Elizabeth Koshy
Associate Director, Entrepreneurship & 
Private Sector Development Program

Ricardo Morel
Director, Peace & Recovery Program

Leadership
Our
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As of September 2024. Visit poverty-action.org/contact-us for an up-to-date list.

EAST AFRICA

KENYA
Physical Address: Sandalwood Lane, 
Next to the Sandalwood Apartments (off 
Riverside Drive), Nairobi, Kenya
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 72427 - 00200, 
Nairobi, Kenya
Phone: +254 (0) 707 387 429
Email: info-kenya@poverty-action.org
Country Director: Ginger Golub

MALAWI
Physical Address: Area 47, Sector 5, Plot 
453. Lilongwe 3, Malawi
Mailing Address: P.O Box 31093, 
Lilongwe, Malawi
Email: info-malawi@poverty-action.org
Country Manager: Tamara Billima-Mulenga

RWANDA
Physical Address: KK23 Avenue, 
Kicukiro, Kigali, Rwanda
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 6161, 
Kigali, Rwanda
Email: info-rwanda@poverty-action.org
Country Director: Patrick Nalere

TANZANIA
Address: Second Floor Unit No. 204, 
Oyster Pearl Galleria, 372 Chole Road, 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Email: info-tanzania@poverty-action.org
Deputy Regional Director: Zachary Isdahl

UGANDA
Physical Address: Plot 21 Kanjokya Street, 
Kamwokya, Kampala, Uganda
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 40260, Nakawa, 
Kampala, Uganda
Phone: +256 414 669 840
Email: info-uganda@poverty-action.org
Country Director: Patrick Nalere

ZAMBIA
Physical Address: Plot 26, Mwambula 
Street, Jesmondine, Lusaka, Zambia
Phone: +260 211 29 00 11
Email: info-zambia@poverty-action.org
Country Manager: Tamara 
Billima-Mulenga

WEST AFRICA

BURKINA FASO
Physical Address: Quartier Wemtenga, 
secteur n° 44, Arrondissement n° 10, 
commune de Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso
Mailing Address: 01 BP 492 Ouagadougou 
01 - Burkina Faso
Phone: +226 25 36 89 98
Email: info-burkinafaso@poverty-
action.org
Regional Director: Emeka Eluemunor

CÔTE D’IVOIRE
Physical Address: House number 167, Ilot 
14, Lot 77, Quartier Val Doyen, Cocody, 
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire
Mailing Address: 16 BP 427 Abidjan 16, 
Côte d’Ivoire
Phone: +225 27 22 54 08 35
Regional Director: Emeka Eluemunor

Offices
Our

https://poverty-action.org/contact-us
http://info-kenya@poverty-action.org
http://info-malawi@poverty-action.org
http://info-rwanda@poverty-action.org
http://info-tanzania@poverty-action.org
http://info-uganda@poverty-action.org
http://info-zambia@poverty-action.org
http://info-burkinafaso@poverty-action.org
http://info-burkinafaso@poverty-action.org
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GHANA
Physical Address: No. 4, Kpekpe Close, 
2nd Ashiakle Link, Abelemkpe, 
Accra, Ghana
Digital Address: GA-091-7293
Mailing Address: PMB 57, 
Osu–Accra, Ghana
Phone: + 233 544-322-614
Email: info-ghana@poverty-action.org
Country Director: Salifu Amadu

LIBERIA
Physical Address: 4th Floor, Save the 
Children Building, Fish Market, Tubman 
Boulevard, Monrovia, Liberia
Mailing Address: Courier delivery to 
office only
Email: info-liberia@poverty-action.org
Country Director: Walker Higgins

MALI
Physical Address: Quartier Baco-
djicoroni Golf, Rue 804, Porte: 688, 
Bamako, Mali
Mailing Address: BP: 3068 Bamako, Mali
Phone: +223 20 28 15 87
Email: info-mali@poverty-action.org
Regional Director: Emeka Eluemunor
NIGERIA
Address: 4 Fez Street, Wuse II, Abuja, 
Nigeria
Phone: +234 704 100 0531
Email: info-nigeria@poverty-action.org
Country Director: Funmilayo Ayeni

SIERRA LEONE
Address: 47 A&B Johnson Street, 
Aberdeen, Freetown, Sierra Leone
Email: info-sierraleone@poverty-
action.org
Country Director: Walker Higgins

ASIA

PHILIPPINES
Address: Unit B 7th Floor Belvedere Tower, 
San Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City, 
1605, Philippines 
Email: info-philippines@poverty-action.org
Country Director: Aftab Opel

LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN

COLOMBIA
Address: Calle 93 No. 11A-28 Of. 801, 
Bogotá, Colombia
Phone: + 601-5729210
Email: info-colombia@poverty-action.org
Country Director: Juan Felipe 
Garcia Rodriguez

MEXICO
Address: Av Chapultepec 360-Piso 1 Roma, 
Cuauhtémoc, 06700 Ciudad 
de México, México
Phone: +52 55 9419 0139
Email: MEX_info@poverty-action.org 
Country Director: Odette Gonzalez Carrillo

PERU
Jr. España (Ex Manuel Gonzalez de la Rosa) 
N°396, Magdalena del Mar. Altura Cdra. 30 de 
la Av. Salaverry, Lima, Peru
Phone: +51 1 299-6846 or 299-6847
E-mail: info-peru@poverty-action.org
Country Director: Barbara Sparrow

LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES WITHOUT 
A COUNTRY OFFICE 
Director, Out of Country Office Projects, 
for Latin America and the Caribbean: 
Sergio De Marco 

Offices
Our

http://info-ghana@poverty-action.org
http://info-liberia@poverty-action.org
http://info-mali@poverty-action.org
http://info-nigeria@poverty-action.org
http://info-sierraleone@poverty-action.org
http://info-sierraleone@poverty-action.org
http://info-philippines@poverty-action.org
http://info-colombia@poverty-action.org
http://MEX_info@poverty-action.org
http://info-peru@poverty-action.org
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UNITED STATES
 
1. Mailing Address
Innovations for Poverty Action
228 Park Ave S, Suite 53674
New York, NY 10003-1502

Report
2023 Environmental

IPA’s Environmental and Sustainability Policy, issued in September 2023, aims to minimize 
and mitigate any negative environmental impact arising directly or indirectly from the 
organization’s operations. To align with global best practices, this includes, but is not 
limited to: empowering and educating staff to implement sustainable practices; integrating 
environmental considerations into our procurement processes and supply chain; and 
improving our resource management and waste reduction practices (e.g., by implementing 
carbon offset initiatives and ensuring responsible disposal of e-waste).

Thus far, we have embraced virtual conferencing and other approaches to reduce travel 
emissions and are launching a more structured research sector on the environment. 
Our digital transformation reduces paper use, and sustainability training is part of our 
onboarding process with annual refreshers to keep our team informed and engaged in 
best environmental practices. Moreover, we have established a framework for regular 
environmental performance reviews and reporting at the country office level to enhance 
transparency and stakeholder engagement.

To learn more about IPA’s commitment to sustainable practices, read the full report here.

Offices
Our

2. Physical Address
Innovations for Poverty Action
1701 Rhode Island Ave NW, 3rd Floor
Washington, DC 20036
Phone: +1 (202) 386-6200
Email: contact@poverty-action.org

https://poverty-action.org/environmental-report
http://contact@poverty-action.org

