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Data for Dean Karlan's World Cup
Rankings

IPA founder Dean Karlan and Project Associate Nate Barker took a break from their work on
Ultra Poor Graduation pilots to crunch some World Cup numbers for the New York Times' The
Upshot. They suggest a utilitarian approach, ranking the teams in the competition by which
countries would benefit the most from a victory. The data and methodology are available
here [excel format], which you can use to create your own ranking.

UPDATE (7/4/2014): Dean and Nate have an updated Upshot piece here which reconsiders
the rankings for the remaining teams based on country history of winning. The data is
downloadable here [Excel format.] On the first tab, you can change the "utility," that is the
deminishing happiness value for each successive win (now set at .25), to see how it changes
the rankings for each match.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/26/upshot/why-you-should-root-for-nigeria-or-brazil-mexico-or-ghana.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=second-column-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news
https://poverty-action.org/sites/default/files/karlan_soccer_utilitarian_rankings_0.xls
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/05/upshot/which-world-cup-team-to-root-for-reconsidered.html
https://poverty-action.org/sites/default/files/adjusted_rankings.xls

