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Unconditional Cash Transfers and Access
to State Services to Increase Refugee
Integration in Costa Rica

Funded by IPA’s Displaced Livelihoods Initiative and in collaboration with UNHCR,
researchers are conducting a randomized evaluation in Costa Rica to measure
whether unconditional cash transfers and information about state social and public
services improve refugees’ and asylum seekers’ long-term economic and social
integration.

In Costa Rica, most refugees and asylum seekers are from Nicaragua, who have increasingly
sought asylum in the country since 2018.1 Nicaraguans have significantly higher rates of
poverty and lower rates of receiving transfers or accessing state services compared to Costa
Ricans in vulnerable socioeconomic conditions, making their economic and social integration
more difficult.  As financial assistance, UNHCR distributes unconditional cash transfers for
three months to vulnerable Nicaraguan households. Although cash transfers can provide
relief for refugees, research suggests that the benefits are short-term.2 This underscores the
need to enhance knowledge and access to state programs and services to foster integration
and well-being.

Funded by IPA’s Displaced Livelihoods Initiative and in collaboration with UNHCR, researchers
are conducting a randomized evaluation to measure whether unconditional cash transfers

https://poverty-action.org/taxonomy/term/10964
https://poverty-action.org/taxonomy/term/2271


and information about accessing state social and public services improve Nicaraguan
refugees’ long-term economic and social integration in Costa Rica. A total of 3,600
Nicaraguan refugees will be randomly divided into the following groups:

No information + No cash transfer (Comparison)1.
Information + No cash transfer2.
Information + 3 month unconditional cash transfer3.
No information + 3 month unconditional cash transfer4.
Information + 6 month unconditional cash transfer5.
No information + 6 month unconditional cash transfer6.

Results will be available in 2026.
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