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Abstract

As coronavirus begins to spread in developing countries, an important question is whether
poor households will adhere to social distancing given the likely inability to work remotely,
and the subsequent large income losses. In such a context, mobile money transfers may not
only help households maintain consumption levels, they may also complement social
distancing policies - those that get the cash may work less, and stay at home more. We are
launching a three-arm mobile money transfer study in Ghana to test this idea. Specifically,
using a subset of poor households from the Ghana Panel Survey (a representative panel
dataset collected over the last decade) we will randomize households to receive a large
weekly transfer, a small weekly transfer, or no weekly transfer. We will examine effects on a
battery of economic and psychological measures of well-being as well as adherence with
social distancing and self-isolation.
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