
Social Protection Program Brief

Approximately 767 million people live on less than $1.90 a day.1 Across the world, the
extreme poor generally depend on insecure and fragile livelihoods, and their income is
frequently irregular or seasonal, putting them and their families at risk of hunger. Innovations
for Poverty Action (IPA) works with academics from top research institutions to discover
sustainable ways to lift these households out of extreme poverty and to support the scale-up
of effective programs. In recent years, IPA has helped propel breakthrough
findings—particularly on cash transfers and the “big-push” strategy known as the Graduation
approach—into large-scale programs, reaching tens of millions of people. We are now testing
variations of the Graduation approach in Ghana, Uganda, and the Sahel to identify what
drives the impacts and how to make it more cost-effective.

1 http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview. Accessed November 7, 2016.
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