
Education Program Area Brief

Low school attendance, absent or overwhelmed teachers, and underperforming schools are
on-going impediments to educational attainment for the poor around the world.

While many more children are in school than a decade ago, there are still 58 million children
out of school, and even when these kids are in school and complete a few years of education,
they are often still unable to read, write, and do basic math. The Education Program Area at
Innovations for Poverty Action rigorously evaluates programs that aim to improve education
outcomes and school attendance.

In partnership with academic leaders in the field, our work has produced evidence on how to
keep kids in school, such as through school-based deworming or sharing information on the
benefits of schooling, and on how to make sure kids learn while there, such as in our teacher
community assistant initiative in Ghana and through incentives, such as merit scholarships
for students.

https://poverty-action.org/sites/default/files/publications/IPA-Program-Area-Brief-Education_1.pdf
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