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NEW HAVEN, CT - Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA) is pleased to announce the launch of a
new organization created with IPA's support and dedicated to taking cost-effective programs
to scale to improve the lives of millions in Africa and Asia. Evidence Action has been created
to bridge the gap between evidence about what works to alleviate poverty around the world
and what is actually implemented. The organization scales interventions based on rigorous
evidence and crafts resilient business models for long run success.
 
Two IPA initiatives that touch millions of people in Africa and Asia - Dispensers for Safe
Water and the Deworm the World Initiative - will spin off from IPA to be managed by Evidence
Action. Dispensers for Safe Water is an entrepreneurial program scaling the chlorine
dispenser system. This innovation is based on research that showed that installing chlorine
dispensers next to community water sources made treating water easy, which increased
usage of chlorine six-fold, providing a very low-cost strategy to get millions of people drinking
safe water.  This year the program will reach over one million people in Africa. The Deworm
the World Initiative actively supports the scale-up of school-based deworming programs
worldwide to free children of intestinal worms. Not only has this been shown to be one of the
most cost-effective ways to improve attendance in school, children in school-based
deworming programs also have higher incomes a decade later. The Deworm the World
Initiative has reached more than 40 million children by partnering with governments to
support their work, ensuring integration with other health and education initiatives and long-
run financial sustainability for school-based deworming programs.
 
While IPA will continue to operate and provide support for both of these programs throughout
the transition period, the management and strategic planning of this work are transitioning to
Evidence Action. Both organizations will continue to work closely together after the transition
is complete.
 
"The launch and success of Evidence Action is central to IPA's overall strategic vision," said
Annie Duflo, Executive Director of IPA. "IPA's vision is that evidence of what works translates
to large-scale impact in practice. The creation of Evidence Action provides an exciting new
path to take demonstrated ideas to the next stage of expansion, while allowing IPA to focus
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on designing and evaluating innovative solutions, and on mobilizing and supporting other
organizations to use and apply this knowledge."
 
"We are excited about the impact our collaboration will have on poverty alleviation around
the world."  Alix Zwane, Evidence Action's new Executive Director who joined from the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, adds: "The vision for Evidence Action is to take evidence-based
interventions to scale. We identify innovative, appropriate financing mechanisms and build
best practice operational models to cost-effectively impact millions of people." Evidence
Action will also benefit IPA's research by sharing lessons learned that can help research
projects anticipate and plan for scale from the start.
 
For more information on the new collaboration click here.
###
About Innovations for Poverty Action
 
Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA) is dedicated to discovering what works to help the world's
poor. Established in 2002, IPA designs and evaluates programs in real contexts with real
people, and provides hands-on assistance to bring successful programs to scale. IPA partners
with researchers in top universities and implementing organizations around the world to
ensure that poverty-fighting activities are supported by rigorous evaluation. IPA shares the
evidence generated with development practitioners, policymakers and donors, and provides
technical assistance and support to governments and non-governmental actors to implement
successful programs and bring them to scale around the world. IPA has ongoing research
operations in 51 countries across Africa; North and South America; and South and South East
Asia. Additional information can be found at www.poverty-action.org.
 
About Evidence Action
 
Evidence Action scales proven development interventions and crafts resilient business
models for long run success. Evidence Action is committed to only scale interventions whose
efficacy is backed by substantial rigorous evidence, and to target cost-effective interventions
that can potentially improve the lives of millions. IPA has supported the creation of Evidence
Action, and the two organizations will continue to work together closely to ensure that
rigorous evidence is used in the most effective way to impact the lives of the vulnerable
around the world. Additional information can be found at www.evidenceaction.org.
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