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Researchers are working with IPA Philippines and the Philippines Department of
Social Welfare and Development to pilot a randomized evaluation that measures
whether text messages help emergency cash transfer recipients manage the
financial impacts of natural disasters.

The effects of climate change have increased the occurrence of natural disasters, which
affected nearly 200 million people worldwide in 2022. According to the WorldRiskReport
2023, the Philippines is the country most vulnerable to climate change,' and low-income
families are disproportionately impacted by climate-related disasters.’

To provide immediate disaster relief and financial recovery support, the Philippines
Department of Social Welfare and Development’s (DWSD) Emergency Cash Transfer program
delivers unconditional cash transfers to disaster-affected households. Although unconditional
transfers have been successful in supporting financial resilience to shocks across contexts,’
there is a research interest to determine whether relevant, disaster response advice and
information can magnify the effects of the cash.

Researchers are partnering with IPA Philippines and DWSD to pilot a randomized evaluation
to measure the effects of timely advice sent via text messages on cash transfer recipients’
resilience to climate-related disasters. These messages, sent alongside the cash transfer,
include general information on budgeting and financial planning plus specific strategies on
how best to utilize the transfer. Households in DWSD’s Emergency Cash Transfer program in
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8 barangays (districts) have been randomly assigned to either receive the text messages
(with a portion receiving the specific strategies) or serve as the comparison group.
Researchers will conduct a follow-up one month after sending the text messages to evaluate
their effects on recipients’ financial health, food security, ability to cope with shocks, and
physical and psychological health.

Results will be available later in 2024.
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