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in Bangladesh

Cox’s Bazar district in Bangladesh has received multiple waves of Rohingya refugees from
Myanmar since the 1970s, but late 2017 saw the largest and fastest refugee influx in
Bangladesh’s history. Between August 2017 and December 2018, 745,000 Rohingya refugees
fled Myanmar into Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, following an outbreak of violence in Rakhine
State. As of December 31, 2019, Teknaf and Ukhia sub-districts host an estimated 854,704
stateless Rohingya refugees, almost all of whom live in densely populated camps (UNHCR
2019).

Researchers from Yale University, the World Bank, and the Gender and Adolescence: Global
Evidence (GAGE) initiative started the Cox’s Bazar Panel Survey (CBPS) in order to provide
accurate data to humanitarian and government stakeholders involved in the response to the
influx of refugees. The survey is an in-depth household survey covering 5,020
households living in both refugee camps and host communities. This quantitative data
collection is complemented with qualitative interviews with adolescents and their caregivers.

In line with the 2018 Global Compact for Refugees commitment to promote economic
opportunities, decent work, and skills training for both host community members and
refugees, this brief presents a set of stylized facts on the socioeconomic status of Rohingya
refugees in 2019 and in the year preceding the latest outbreak of violence.

The aim is to better understand the ways in which the challenges faced by Rohingya refugees
while they were living in Myanmar are likely to affect their ability—and the ability of future
generations of Rohingya—to attain a better living standard in their host communities, with a
view to informing policy and programming.

Drawing from a survey on retrospective employment and labor income from the first round of
panel data in 2019, we compare three groups: the population of Myanmar, Rohingya people
who crossed the border into Bangladesh in 2017, and those who left Myanmar prior to 2017
and are currently living in Cox’s Bazar.
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