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The World Bank and other donors dedicate sizeable portions of their portfolios to community
driven development (CDD) projects, yet until recently there has been little rigorous evidence
regarding the efficacy of this approach. By emphasizing local participation in and control over
project implementation, CDD has come to be seen as an efficient and accountable
mechanism to deliver local public goods. But CDD aims to do much more than this. Through
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intensive, long term facilitation, CDD aims to strengthen local institutions, make them more
democratic and inclusive of marginalized groups, and enhance the capacity of communities
to engage in collective action. This evaluation tests the extent to which CDD achieved these
goals in Sierra Leone.
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